
-23. (Newv) A stent having a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a pluralit^i of cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of the 

plurality of cells\ having exactly twelve bends^nd-being non-symmetrical about the 

longitudinal axis; and 

wherein thd plurality of cells define a first longitudinal row of ceils and a second 

adjacent longitudinpl row of cells that is inversely symmetrical to the first longitudinal row 

of cells. 



24. (New) The stent of claim 23, wherein each cell in a longitudinal row is directly 
connected to an adjacent cell in the same longitudinal row, 

25. (New) The Went of claim 23, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has 
exactly four struts that are connected to each other to form the cell, with each strut having 
exactly two spaced-aparti bends. 

26. (New) The stent of claim 23, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a 
straight portion that is positrpned between each of the bends. 



27. (New) The stent of claim 23, wherein three of the bends define an internal 
angle that is less than ninety c|egrees. 



28. (New) The stent of claim 23, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside the 



cell. 



29. (New) The stent of claim 23, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 



the cell. 



30. (New) The stent of claim 2», wherein three of the twelve bends define acute 



apices. 



31. (New) The stent of claim 23, wherein some of the twelve bends comprises a 
spring element. 



\ 
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32. (New) Tne stent of claim 31, wherein each spring element compensates for 
changes in longitidingj length of the cell when the stent is expanded. 

1/ 33. (New) The ktent of claim 23, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 

bottom bend which extends into the cell. 

34. (New) A stent having a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a plurality of cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of the 

plurality of cells having exl^ctly twelve bends and being non-symmetrical about the 

longitudinal axis; and 

wherein each cell is direbtly connected to an adjacent cell. 




35. (NewVine stent of claim 34, wherein the plurality of cells define a first 
longitudinal row prfcglts and a second adjacent longitudinal row of cells that is inversely 
symmetrical to tllefip^ longitudinal row of cells. 

36\(New) The stent of claim 34, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has 
'exactly founstruts that are connected to each other to form the cell, with each strut having 
exactly two sRaced-apart bends. 

37. (NevvV The stent of claim 34, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a 
straight portion that is positioned between each of the bends. 



^ 38. (New) TheXstent of claim 34, wherein three of the bends define an internal 

angle that is less than ninety degrees. 



39. (New) The stent of claim 34, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside the 



cell. 



40. (New) The stent of claiirv 34, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 



the cell. 



41. (New) The stent of claim 34, wherein three of the twelve bends define acute 



apices. 
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42. (New) THp stent of claim 34, wherein some .of the twelve bends comprises a 
spring element. 



1/ 



43. (New) The\ stent of claim 42, wherein each spring element compensates for 
changes in longitidinal\ength of the cell when the stent is expanded. 



44. (New) The sfent of claim 34, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 
bottom bend which extends into the cell. 



Lil 



45. (New) A stent hWing a longitudinal axis and comprising: 

a plurality of cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of the 

plurality of cells being non-svmmetrical about the longitudinal axis; 
wherein each cell is dVectly connected to an adjacent cell; and 
wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has exactly four struts that are connected 

to each other to form the cell, with each strut having exactly two spaced-apart bends. 

46. (New) /Khe^ stent of claim 45, wherein the plurality of cells define a first 
longitudinal row of <Ktira?id a second adjacent longitudinal row of cells that is inversely 
symmetrical to the firat/ro^ row of cells. 




47. (New) The stent of claim 45, wherein each of the plurality of cells has exactly 
^^^elve bends. 

48. (New) Yhe stent of claim 46, wherein each cell in a longitudinal row is directly 
connected to an adjacent cell in the same longitudinal row. 



49. (New) The stent of claim 45, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has a 
straight portion that is positioned between each of the bends. 



50. (New) The stent oKclaim 47, wherein three of the bends define an internal 
angle that is less than ninety degi;ees. 
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51. (New) The stent of claim 47, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside the 



cell. 



52. (New) The stent of claim 47, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 



the cell. 



53. (New) The stentVof claim 47, wherein three of the twelve bends define acute 



apices. 



54. (New) The stent of\claim 45, wherein some of the bends comprises a spring 
element. 



55. (New) The stent of claim 54, wherein each spring element compensates for 
^ changes in longitidinal length of me cell when the stent is expanded. 

m 56. (New) The stent of claim 47, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 

^ bottom bend which extends into theXcell. 



W 57. (New) A stent having a loi^gitudinal axis and comprising: 

P a plurality of cells disposed about the circumference of the stent, with each of the 

plurality of cells having exactly twelve bends and being non-symmetrical about the 
5 longitudinal axis; and \ 

O wherein each cell of the plurality\of cells has a straight portion that is positioned 

between each of the bends. 



58. (New) Th 
longitudinal row of c 
symmetrical to the first 




im 57, wherein the plurality of cells define a first 
fecond adjacent longitudinal row of cells that is inversely 
dinal row of cells. 



59. (New) The stent of claim 58, wherein each cell in a longitudinal row is directly 
connected to an\djacent cell in the same longitudinal row. 
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60. (New) The stent of claim 57, wherein each cell of the plurality of cells has 
exactly four sflruts that are connected to each other to form the cell, with each strut having 
exactly two spaced-apart bends. 

61. (New)\The stent of claim 57, wherein three of the bends define an internal 
^ angle that is less tl\an ninety degrees. 

62. (New) Th^stent of claim 57, wherein five of the twelve bends extend inside the 

cell. 

63. (New) The st\nt of claim 57, wherein four of the twelve bends extend outside 
the cell. 

U 64. (New) The stent \i claim 57, wherein three of the twelve bends define acute 

g apices. 

yl 

1^ 65. (New) The stent of c^im 57, wherein some of the twelve bends comprises a 

y spring element. 

W 

L, 66. (New) The stent of clai)\n 65, wherein each spring element compensates for 

changes in longitidinal length of the Oell when the stent is expanded. 

□ 67. (New) The stent of claim 57, wherein one of the twelve bends is a central 

bottom bend which extends into the cell.- 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-22 have been canceled without prejudice. New claims 23-67 have been 
added, and are currently pending. Olalms 23-fi7 are directly .qnlfily to the embodiment in 
FIGS 1SA and lfiB Examination and allowance of the pending claims is respectfully 
requested. 
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